
THE DOWNTOWN TODAY 

Alth ough th e basic lay ou t o f stre e t s In th e d ow n­

tow n is su b s tant ioll y the sa me as f ifty year s ago, 

th e d ow nt ow n area It sel f is constant ly c hang ing. 

Mu ch o f th iS chang e is for th e be tt er - new bui ld i ng s, 

Improve d s t ree t s, new busi nesses, bu t th e eVid ence 

of c hange IS also fou nd In vac an t s t ore s, dilo p idated 

bui ld ing s and incre o sed confl ic t be tween th e eve r 

growi ng number s of automob i le s. 

On e o f th e long ter m tr end s eVide nt IS th e grad­

ual sh i ft o f mor e prl mory r e ta il s t ores to the Nas h 

Sid e of th e railroad t rocks . Washing t on Str ee t , once a 

bu s tl in g ce nter o f comm er ce, has suffered mo r kedly 

from th iS tr end. Eve n th e s t or es a long Eas t Mai n 

Stree t a re sh OWing the eff ec t s of the shif t. 

The rai lr oad IS th e Si ng le mos t diVISive eleme nt 

in th e d ownt own. Wh il e th e sa l u tary Influence of the 

ra i lr oad on th e C ity'S pa s t economiC gr ow th IS re­

cognIZed , th e cont inued conf l ic t between the rail­

r oad and th e func t ion i ng o f th e downtow n area IS In­

c re asin g , t o th e de t rime nt of the C it y. 

The pre sence of the railroad o long Ma in St ree t 

IS a con tribu t ing f ac t or t o t he decline of the ar ea 

ea s t of Ma in Stree t . Th e Viability of the en t ire down­

t own depe nds on It S o b illty to a t trac t lorge numbe r s 

of peop le, and t o provide effiCient and p leasan t ac ­

commoda t 10 r15 for t he se V I S I tors. 

C om pac t retail a reas With short walking dIS­

tances a ttra c t shopper s. However, the primary re tad 

area of R ocky Moun t has become a s t rip along Main 

Street. Se ar s IS me of the few malor s tores loca ted 

more than twa h undred fee t from Ma In Sl reet. Many 

o f the s tares w h ic h f r ont on Main Stree t have also 

o pene d en t ra nces o ff H owar d Stree t , a l th ough How­

ard Street It se lf IS conge s ted Wi th car s, servic e ve­

hicles and a l umble of u t ili ty po le s a nd overhead 

wI res. 
C IRCULAT ION AND PAR KI NG 

P oor tr a ff iC Circu la t ion i n the d ow nt own diS­

cou rages It S use by po te ntia l shoppe r s. Three ma lor 

prob lems ar e pres ent In th e down t own are a : 

Thr ough traff iC . Tr aff iC pa ss ing thr ough the 

downt own sh ares th e same stree t s as traffi C 

Cir cu la t in g In th e down t own It self. U . S. 64 and 

U . S. 30 1 B USi ness cha nn e l many mot oris t s Int o 

the dow nt own wh o Wis h on ly to pa ss thr ough. 

T he railroad. Th e p resence of th e r a i l road fr e­

quently blocks eas t - wes t t raffic on th e f ou r 

streets wh ich lOin t he Nash and Ed ge com be 

s Ides of the down t own. 

In tersec t ions wh Ich confuse t he mot oris t s. Th e 

seven - way In ter sec t ion at Main, Th oma s and 

Wa shing t on str ee ts, and th e five - way Int ers e c­

t ion a t T arboro, Washing ton and A l bemar le a r e 

par t icular ly bad . T he eXis t ing Lan d Us e Map 

shows o th er examples of s tree t log s a nd angle s 

w h ich hinder safe and e ff iCient t raffi C move me nt. 

P ar king has become a cri t ical prob l em In the 

down town a rea. T he pa rkin g s t udy r eve al ed almos t 

100 per cen t usage. o f parking facilities alon g th e 

block on West Main St ree t and in som e off - s tre et 

parking lo t s In the blocks Immedia tely west of Ma in 

St reet. Parking facilities loca ted several blocks from 

the main concentra t ion of shops are necessary fo r 

employee parking, bu t t hey will not attrac t the mo­

tOrists who Wish t o shop or transact bUSiness on 

Ma In St reet. 

FUTURE SPACE REQUIREMENTS 
Space requ irements were proiec ted to provi de f or a downtow n t o ser v e a 1985 R ocky M ount urban area of 75, 000 

popu la t i on . E x ist ing and f u ture floor spa ce requirements (i n squa re feet) are g iven below. 

Exist i ng 

Future 

P ri mary Secondary Ser v ice and 

C o mmer cia l C ommerc ia l Repa i r Space 

234,788 4 1 1,642 272 , 250 

653 ,400 304 , 920 435 ,600 

Parking fa c il i t ies to ov er come pre s en t def iCienc i es and accommodate antic i pa ted 1985 demonds 

E x i s t i ng Spa ces 

F utur e Space D eman ds 

' Pl us 5 00 spaces for C on ven t ion C e n ter . 

All- D ay T ran Sient 

57 1 856 

1565 3037 

T otal 

918,68 0 

1, 393 , 920 

are show n below . 

T ota l 

1427 

460 2* 


